
 
 

To: Duxbury School Committee 
From:   Sarah McGuire – DMS Principal 
Re: Changes to the 2020-2021 DMS Student Handbook 
Date: May 2020 
  
Changes to the handbooks are found on the following pages:  
  

DMS Student Handbook 

Page Description 
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The following changes would replace the existing language in this section. 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
Middle School can often be one of the most challenging times in a student’s education for a 

variety of reasons.  Students are changing so much over the course of these three years, 
preparing for high school, and really trying to discover who they are. As such, Duxbury Middle 
School is focused on educating the whole child to ensure they leave 8th grade with a wide range of 
academic and social emotional skills, and we operate with a “relationships first” philosophy. We 
feel as though building relationships among our students, staff and families is at the heart of 
ensuring students’ success and sense of belonging.  Research has proven that students benefit 
greatly from having at least one positive and trusted adult connection in their school building, and 
we strive to ensure that each student who walks through our building has multiple adults they can 
rely on for support. 

  
We want DMS to be a positive place where all students feel safe and welcome.  Our 

educational environment focuses on the whole child by not only building academic skills, but also 
by building social emotional skills such as self-awareness, self-management, responsible decision 
making, relationship skills, and social awareness. We hold our students to high expectations, while 
at the same time providing the support students need to meet those expectations, and the learning 
experiences that will help them grow when they make mistakes.  

  
As partners in your child’s education and personal growth, we are committed to 

collaborating with you to support your child and their academic and social emotional development 
over the course of their three years at DMS.  
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The following changes would replace the existing language in this section. 
 
At Duxbury Middle School, we believe in respect, responsibility, and academic excellence. We 
have set a mission to provide each student with the opportunity to achieve personal and 
academic excellence. We uphold this vision: that every student in Duxbury Public Schools will be 
provided with a high-quality education aligned with the MA Curriculum Frameworks that includes 
opportunities to cultivate their individual interests and passions. We will prioritize students’ social 
and emotional well-being in an environment that celebrates equity, tolerance, humanity and life 
balance. And, students in Duxbury Public Schools will be empowered citizens who understand the 
interconnected social, political and cultural systems of the world. Additionally, we have a number of 
core values in the Duxbury Public Schools that highlight our mission and beliefs: 
 

● Students First 
● Personal and Academic Excellence 
● Integrity 
● Equity and Inclusion 
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The following changes would replace the existing language in this section. 
 

DMS Schedule 
8:00 - 8:15      Students should report to their Team Area. 
8:15 - 8:20      Bell rings at 8:15 for passing to First Block Class 
 

(Students arriving after 8:20 to their Block 1 class are tardy and must report to the Main 
Office to sign in.) 

 
8:20 – 9:16 Block  1 (Daily Attendance taken at 8:20) 

9:20 – 10:16 Block  2 

10:20 – 11:16 Block  3 

11:20 – 12:46 Block  4 

11:20 – 11:46 1st Lunch 
11:51 – 12:15 2nd Lunch 
12:20 – 12:46 3rd Lunch 

 
12:50 – 1:46 Block  5 
 
1:50 – 2:46 Block  6 

 
Rotation of Periods 
Day 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

PERIODS 
Block 1 1a 7a 5b 3a 1b 7b 5a 3b 

 



 

         
Block 2 2a 8 6b 4a 2b 8 6a 4b 
         
Block 3 3a 1b 7b 5a 3b 1a 7a 5b 
         
Block 4 4a 2b 8 6a 4b 2a 8 6b 
         
Block 5 5a 3b 1a 7a 5b 3a 1b 7b 
 
Block 6 

 
6a 

 
4b 

 
2a 

 
8 

 
6b 

 
4a 

 
2b 

 
8 
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The following changes would replace the existing language in this section. 
  

Homework 
The amount of time a student spends on homework will vary considerably based on pace of 
assignment completion, and the types of assignments provided.  We believe that homework is an 
integral and important part of the student experience, and expect that work assigned outside of 
class be targeted and directly supportive of student learning. In addition, we value the other 
pursuits our students partake in outside of the school day such as extracurricular activities, jobs, 
time with family, and therefore have set maximum times students are to do homework as well.  See 
guidelines below. 
 
The teacher will instruct and explain so that the student understands how to do the homework. 
Students should be encouraged to begin an assignment and to complete as much of it alone as 
possible.  However, parents are encouraged to support their student if they are having difficulty 
with an assignment, and to communicate with a teacher if these difficulties are persistent. A parent 
should always feel free to consult the teacher with any questions or concerns regarding 
assignments or workload. Parental supervision of homework is beneficial. 
 
Recommendation by School Committee 
The following is the established School Committee Homework Policy for grade 6 – 8, which can be 
found in School committee policy File IKB-R: 

Grade 6 60 – 90 minutes per day (4-5 nights per week) 
Grade 7 up to 2 hours per day (4-5 nights per week) 
Grade 8 up to 2 hours per day (4-5 nights per week) 

 
Teachers are encouraged to coordinate assignments on their team, limit homework to 15 minutes 
per subject, and not double up on homework in classes that will not meet for two days. If a child 
encounters a homework assignment that is requiring an excessive, and likely unintended amount 
of time to complete, parents are encouraged to move their child onto another assignment, and 
inform the teacher ahead of the next class meeting of this decision.  
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The following changes would replace the existing language in this section. 
 

SEVENTH GRADE MANDATORY HEALTH POLICY 
All students upon entry into the 7th grade are required by Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health School Regulations (105 CMR220.000) to have the following: 

● Varivax (immunization against chicken pox) or physician certified history of chickenpox 
● Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis) booster if more than 5 years since your last one 
● 2 MMRs (Measles, Mumps, and Rubella) 
● Completed Hepatitis B series 
● Meningitis (Meningococcal) Vaccine 
● A physical examination on record within the past year (completed during 6th grade or the 

summer before 7th grade). M.G.L. c.71, s.57. 
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The following changes would replace the existing language in this section. 
 

Communication Guide moved to pages 7,8,9 and updated. 
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The following changes would replace the existing language in this section. 
 

Dress 
Students are expected to dress appropriately for a school setting and in a manner that is conducive 
to learning and safety at school and school-related events. The Principal or designee reserves 
judgement on the appropriateness of student clothing. Articles of clothing that advocate or display 
violence, weapons, alcohol or other drugs, illegal behavior, or expressions of vulgarity are not 
allowed. Excessively revealing clothing, or clothing that exposes undergarments, midsections, 
backs, chests, and buttocks is prohibited. Students are required to wear shoes. A parent/ guardian 
will be called to bring a change of clothes for their child if necessary. 
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The following changes would replace the existing language in this section. 
 

Gum Chewing 
Gum chewing is allowed at the discretion of the teacher. 

  
 

 

 


